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Letter from the Editor

This past May a meeting was held in Edinburgh to discuss the last outstanding issues in the design
of Standard ML, completing a process that began in the spring of 1983. The three reports
contained in this issue of Polymorphism are the results of that meeting and the work of several
small groups that hammered out the remaining details in the months that followed. They supersede
earlier proposals that appeared in Polymorphism 1.3 (Dec 1983).

The first report describes the final form of the Core Language. This has undergone several careful
reviews and revisions over the past two years, and is expected to be quite stable from this point on.
The Core Language has been almost fully implemented and its operational semantics has been
defined. The principal changes since the last version are the addition of record types and real
numbers, and a number of relatively minor revisions of the syntax, including the introduction of
new keywords fun and datatype. The basic I/O facilities described in the note by Bob Harper are
also the result of several design iterations and appear to be sufficiently well understood that little
revision should be necessary. While the module facilities described in the third paper have been
under consideration for almost as long as the core language, the fact that they contain quite a few
new concepts makes it more likely that the experience of implementing these facilities and making
use of them will suggest some revisions. For this reason, the report on modules is more
expository and somewhat less formal than the other two documents. At some point in the not too
distant future the material in all three documents should be unified to yield a reference manual for
Standard ML.

In our next issues we hope to report on the state of various implementations of Standard ML and
present formal semantic definitions of the language. We also take this opportunity to solicit your
contributions. Short, informal summaries of research related to ML, LCF, Hope, or associated
topics would be particularly appreciated. Please indicate clearly that your contributions are intended
for Polymorphism, so they don't get lost amongst all the other interesting mail we receive.

‘We are printing our complete current mailing list in this issue so that you can inform us about any
errors or omissions. Remember that our distribution policy is to send Polymorphism to individuals
who serve as representatives for their institutions or research groups, in the hope that they will take
care of further distribution to their local communities.

Finally, we must report that Luca Cardelli is moving on to a new job at DEC Systems Research
Center in Palo Alto and will no longer be serving as coeditor. He will be missed, but we hope that
he will continue to contribute in the future and we thank him for his efforts in helping to produce
Polymorphism over the past three years.

David MacQueen






















































































































































































































































